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APE RE HAYES 


UL LLY copia that all that can be 


& AfFaid to you, will avail little towards pro- 
moting the intereſt of Religion in the world, 


till you can be engaged to the ſerious diſcharge 


of Family Duties; I have taken the liberty to 
addreſs your conſciences on this important ſub- 
ject *. *. 


As Chriſtianity (the laſt diſpenſation of di- 

vine mercy to the world) is now more than 
| ſeventeen hundred years old, you will not ex- 
pect to be addreſſed with new arguments to a 


duty, which, in every age, has been the prac- ; 
tice of God's people, and repeatedly hae by 


* See an excellent diſcourſe, on this ſubje&, at the 
cloſe of the Rev. Mr. S. Reader's Volume of Sermons, on 


the Parable of the Ten Virgins, 
the 


-_ 


— _ 


che ableſt pens; But ifthe Spirit of God u 
make the old, yet much neglected, to 
this duty, riſe up in your conſciences kh \fach 
power as to filence and diſarm every objection 
againſt it, this will ſufficiently gratify the am- 
bigon of 7 


* 


. | Your affectionate Friend and 


* ge 6; ;z - 


* *% F * E 


F iced 


* 
x - * 
k 4» 8 
*/3 7 ? 
x if 0 
* * * * - — . P 
2 3 — — % a, 4 ' 9% = 4 ; 7 8 * „ * 
* " < 
4 3 + 1 © * 6 5 „ 4 N Py E x, N 
i] N * 
' —4 
* 0 * 8 K + * « * ) 
"x K - 4 3 . 3 * a „ . , * E #540 k $ — 
8 0 * 1 1 * 7 q oF % 4 
& . > 
. . 
* 1 5 a * *. #% © 1 * - 5 
2 $ f 4 we 1 * y p * 4 5 - : ; 
: ' „1 1 17 r 11 . SS : ! 
= . * 1 
* 5 x 
* 4 8 * * 
14 e TP 
0 4 * 
£ a * 4 
+ - N : o 1 * % * '% - . s 
. # 1 1 * * % 
— 1 - Cy * * —— „ * * * 4 a * 3 * 
* . 
" 7 
a ; Ps 4 * p TIS. f ; 
_ ws 7 44 1 wo — A - K „„ %f > 
= = 
- 
4 * 
* 
* 
LY . — * * . * 
7 « * * 7 I * 4 
4 * * - 1 — * F * * * 
- 4 a 
« - 
* * a 8 * >, * 9 1 
; « 4 * 4 1 
* 
* - 
+ : ; % 
4 "4 4 % . 
4 — 4 . * «> 
® 
. 
. 3 ? L 
# : * » =. 2 2 7 
+ p 7 * 
o * * * * or L x - * 
2 * 
7 * * * 
n bes * x ak. * 7 * * 4 
#46 $54 wt * 4 a 8 - $. *s — 6 * f * ; 
4 1 — + % 
5 3 - 
5 7 
Ci +* ” # & — 
* Po "A * » os. on 7 — * 
* 7 — * 3 14 as: + & 3 4 
— * a * * 
* 
* 5 
a - — . 
* * 
p 4s £*t% - — * * 
8 * P - # 3 FY # ” 
* 6 . 
* * 1 5 1 * 
: , » — 0 " " ” CE 4 
3 4 @ $ ; a 4 o * * "7 14 ” 4 4 * , * v> 73 ft 
* * 4 4 * E * nt . * 4. MF, r ts ww 4 as * @ 7 7 * & 8 4 * 7 * 3 
* * - 2 2 Ss # 9 
- 2 * W : 4 * 3 * * 5 
2 * N * —— - — * — 4 * 
* 
„* £ 
* 
% 
* 


. 


But. fo 1 HY 8 9215 N bau 


Fo ky \ 8 - 


VET 15 "> pm: xxiv. 16 3 e 


? OSHU 4; ahi nder of God's Ira) Ce 
Moſes, having called them together when 
they were ſettled in Canaan (as we read in 


l and the 1 * chapter) and recounted to 
t 


them ſome of the great things which God had done 
for them and their fore · fathers; ſubjoins this exhor- 
tation, ver. 14. Now therefore fear the Lord, and 
ſerve bim in fncerity and truib; and put (away ' 
the Gods: 33 ſerved. on ibe othtt 
"fide of . and in and e: tbe 
Lord. Our neareſt 8 beſt 
friends, or worſt enemies: And it is a e 
legacy which parents leave their children, n 
they leave them thoſe things as a kind o | 
which have been ſo to themſelves; bur, of 10h, 
veneration they had for them, 7zhe/e muſt be put 
away, if we would not honour our parents aboye 
God, at the expence of our own ſal vation. 
Ties the work of our greater Joſbua, Jeſus, with 
big * precious _ ro _— his people from à vain 


1 1 = po Laber, 3 
* . 3 ſa tion, received by tradition. ow their 1 . 
P 


1 Per. i, 18, 19 and, by his 


g | 2 of their WICKCd EXAL Sa 
tibi Joſhua did what he could; and to fuch men 
© renown as he, the bleſſed God referred, when he 
laid, Iſai. i. $677 will reſtore thy judges, as at the 
firſt; and thy counſellors, ug at ibe beginning. Se- 
creted idols might elude the utmoſt care and vigi- 
lance of 205 worthy 1 7 5 if not, that he 
ma eem to C that gauſe hy authorit 
which l eir etched! » recfired to be — 4 
7 their own r ar He adds, #f, after all that 
1 you have ſeen and heard, it can ſcem evil to %%ĩù 
. either on account of the 'unfaſhionableneſs of it, 
| the difficilfics of the wark to fallen creatures, or 
I dhe mäibestion and ſelf-denial which it will! fe- 
| quire) to ſerve the Lord; chuſe you this day, as with 
Dis greatneſs and grace in your view, hem you will 
eve ahhether tbe pods dabich your fathers r. 
reubjch vere on the other fide: of the: fload, or the oo 
ref uhr Amorites whoa ya have conquered, and 
ouhoſeclandoye Atue ll; a. as omen as baſe, ws 
u ferve the Lord: 
Ir was Foſouid's! prallen a dani 1 
\fervant« of Moſes ; ard, thougb a good education 
alone, can not inſpire ſufficiene reſolution to be faith 
ful to God, when others forſake bim; yet God 
und men may well expect thoſe, Who have been thus 
ſignally favoured, to ſeek and ſerve him with diſ- 
Aihguiſhed ardour and their negligence will draw 
on mere weighty guilt chan that of others. 
„ Jochua, together with Caltb, had diftingwiſhed 
Simſdf, in younger life, by his faithfulneſs, "when 
the other ſpies brought up an evil report of the 
good land: and as one duty ptactiſed in the fear 
of God facilirates another; ſo in this Pious reſolve, 
at the cloſe of his life, we ſee that promiſe verified, 


. 5 The rightenus gl bold on bis ug 22 


it, to the 


Ei * £4 e* 


n 25 


| which 1 ſhal 


* 


e 7 
n bail be W and ſtronger. 
Goc had diſtinguiſſec Him and": Cale, from the 
' rebellious Iſraelites, by bringing them only, of thut 
neration, into the promiſed land; therefore, as 
Funck with peculiar ties of gratitude, Ye ſtands 
2 amongſt Ns ery, with actifeiined zeal; 
to patronize the cauſe of ' righteouſhieſs—— 4s for 
me and my houſe, we. will F ſerve the Lord. In which. 
words obſerye, 

I. Bs s perſonal Fe TE F will [rot 4 ” Lad; 
©] will fear, love, aqote and worſhip him: And 
this determination” he avows bi&fore the carp. 
Iſrael, if poſſibly his zeal might provoke them: 
for the example of à geheral, “ boys one of the 
5 a. isa moſt efficacious argument; eſpecial 
+ of ons emihent for EE your ndr 
fuch was Joſhua; © :- 554 5 EIT 
2. He reſolves evengige his family*s concurtence 
| 3n the IS of God. It is this part of 'my"rewe 
now coaBidery viz; his reſolution to 
maintain religion in his family; for ſo expoſitots, 
df the greateſt name, underſtand this phraſe, Tan 
m baiſe will ſerve the Lord: andthe reſolutiom muſt 
imply that, with whatever zeal Idolaters wor- 
pp ed: their | falſe Gods, with the fame would 
Joſhua and his houſe ſerve the Lotd. Therefore if 
t ſhall appear, that the Heathens worſbipped their 
in their families, as well as more pubickly; 
the fame way muſt Joſhus reſolve; chat himſelf 
5 — his houſe 1 ſerve the Lordi And the ſpirit 
of God has preſerved this his- pibus reſolvey''s- 
mongſt the treaſures of his wor 12 others, 
more privileged, to form the ſame; for every com- 
mendable example in Scripture, has, in 7 
eitcumſtances, the force f a” roſe;'s, GS eoritten 
for: Our Learning, Lat we, through polig, 
(ragen ne sat). exbortation: as —_ agen 
Sen pture might. have 1 Ron. xv l.. uh 
2 a 
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Ady children (as it is in the 


n PEO then on this ſubje@t;-30 1 which the - 


| Intereſt of Ay is des an I Would 
* | EE SHOT” 205 | 


* Whar "WE cu TL the ho expect. 
12 in our houſes? And, "A. . e 
4 n. | Conkider:the obligations 4 01, 
Bi nn | . 1 
| FR What i is Fi duty which the Lord cles | 
our houſes ? And the. A ® reat branches of it are 
mik. inſtrution, and . e i 
1 e a es 


711 The bleſſed. God 3 . us ban 


Wären, The command for this purpoſe is plain, 


Deut. vi. 6, 7; Theſe werds which I command thee 
e in thine heart 1 aud; abut heals mach 
them diligently unto (or ſharpen, whet, and grind 
them, that they may have the keeneſt edge upon) 

margin); and ſhalt tak 
of them when thou fitteſt in tline houſe, and when 


ibou walkeſt by the way, and when thou lieft down, 


and when thou riſeſt up. This is plainly a duty of 


uvniverſal obligation, as the things to be inculcated, 


are matters of moral and everlaſting concern to all, 
*viz, the love and fear of God, ver. 2, g. Parents 
-muſt open, as they can, the word of God to their 
children, if they would obey. the command (Eph. 
vi. 4.) to bring them up in tbe'nurture and admonition 
5 Lord; for a ſilent example alone, without 
diligent inſtewGion, is not likely to lead them into 


theimay-of God * . r wee Gr to . | 


RO) Y19V9S KG | i 
ä 1 
Ae catechizing the you af his tack, is an important 

of a. ene te young duty ; See Gal. vi. 6, and 


Wh ii. 18 3 where the word is catec in the Greek, 


ich might, not improperly; have been retained in our 
— fo. whatever others, think, it can ſcarcely be 


11 


13.) and to have the word e Cbriſt dwelt in ag 
12th, that we may 'be' able o teach and admonifh 


ot bers; how much more ſhould" parents teach and 


_admoniſh their houſholds? For this purpoſe let the 
heads of families improve every truth of the word 
"of God which is read before them, every ſermon, 
every ordinance and providence, and draw from 


them freſh motives and incentives to the love of 


God; which muſt be urged, ee utmoſt energy 
of Parental influence and bree VHHAnn 


2. | Family-devotion, : viz. ' prayer” and” Prat. 2 
Without. this the beſt inſtructions we can give bur 


_ families; are likely to be uſeleſs” The gr” - Move 
practice of all prayer is the highway of all NEO 
perſonal and ſocial, Ezek. Xxxvi. 37. — 
with ſecret, ſo with family prayer, thank 
muſt be joined (Eph. v. 20. Phil. iv. 6 ;) owl 
cannot be pleaſing to God, if mercies, ſocially* re- 
ceived, are only acknowledged in ſecret. 15 che 


-mercy open, and ſhall the praiſe be concealed ? Do 
all ſhare in the gift, and ſhould not all own it 


And it is defirable, where it can be, that our thankſ- 


giving ſhould be expreſſed by ſinging the praiſes of 


God in our families; ſpeaking to, and admoniſping 
ourſelves, and one anotber, in pſalms and bymms and 


Juſt, (Prov. iii. 33.) it cannot but be pleaſing to 


him, that the voice of l. 75 and ſalvation 1 


be heard there. Pf. cxviii. 13. So ſays David, 
the dee den ot _ A gran. Thes 2 2 for ty 


11 7- "$34 Þ22 


f ise 


5 matter of doubt. to a | pious qo Nav . ſhould 
inſtruct their children, in all the great doctrines of the 
goſpel ; which are the inſtrumental door of * ail the 
10080 baſis of their eternal _ | 


a” - = 
— 13 . > 
* 
8 4 


ont e A cult ü den, eh m 


* 


- Jpiritual ſongs; ſinging and making melody 10 be 
Lend in our bearto. Eph. v. 19. Col. iii. 16. amd 
Acts xvi. 26. If the Lord bleſſes the habitation of the 


hom ſank. from future hopes; 


18. The: children gut ben wood, and th fathers kinlie 
the Fre, and ihr ruomem knead-their dougb; to matte 


e 
u ; 
= By thoſe wich 
daily conver at, or on went: they 


pO — without NP a nn 


nen, good example, in their own- families; is 


pointing out and recommending the way 
of-life to them. How loſt then. — bonkout | 
wert the fümilies of 
the Jews! when the Lord ſaid of them, Jet. vii. 


cakes” to the! queen ef beaven, aud ia pour out drink- 


Aerings to other gad; that they. may provoke me to 


anger. Like a ſmeeping rain, that leaves no food, 
ſuch was the peſtilential influence which theſe heads 


.of their — ſhed in all the country. Thus ſup- 
- ported, even their women ſet heaven at defiance, 


vindicating the rebellions they ought to have be- 


wailed, and ſaying, when we burnt incenſe to the 
, Queen of beaven did we—pour out eint erh to 
> Lr, without our art ke . u SG pdOe 


Bout 


- 


for then Halt thou lift up 5 fac' my dogg 705 ; 


- But necef ry 46 4 . . lere our 
1. neren Re 


about us, there muſt be 


4. Family-reſtraimts; So the-great forker of: all 
Jojoing, e (4p 17. Correct thyfon, and be foalt 

thee refs, yea be ſoul give da — 9 
| cafe Let not uuc 


thou ſhalt le ſtedfaſt, and ſhalt got fear + thine A = 
ſhall be clearer than the moon-lay ;/ thou foalt' "thine 


Therefore it was no honour-to the royal p 


tis father bad not diſpleaſed bim at any time, in Jang, 
y baſt 'thou done ſo 1 Kings 1.6. But of this 
NE rt away ae ene 


II. Tocontider the obligations to famity-religion 
and worſhip. And both the light of bernie and 
revelation point out this duty to us. dE, 

. The light of nature injoins it.  Dvery: foul 
comes into being, with ſuch inbred notices of ſub=- 
ow. to God, as cannot be altogether unperceived; 

the works of the law are written in every beam, 
Rom. ii. 15., And revelation is ſo far from ſuper- 
the law of nature; that the author of 
both, by frequent appeals to it in his -word, has 
challenged our devout attention to it; ſee Ezek. 
xXvili. 29. 1 Cor. x. 15. and xi. 14. and Phil. iv. 8. 

It is the voice of nature then (and as ſuch revered 
by every devour conſiderate mind) that we ſhould 
ſerve and honour, to the utmoſt of our power, the 
bleſſed God, *obo is above all, through all, and in all; 


-(Eph. w. - ) for in him wwe hive, and move, and bave 
| our 2 


His own glory was the great end for 


which be Wade us (Prov. xvi. 4. Iſai. xlii. 27. 
1 Cor. x. 31. Col. i. 16. Rev. iv. 11. ) cherefore to 


F God, muſt be the eternal unvarying law of 


Qur 


Forth, thou ſhalt de af tbe morning. Job xi. 1417. 1 
—_ 
Baue it 1aid of the vain and turbulent Adonijah, 


— —— ͤ —Üwàak— 
= — — — — — 9 — 
9 


_ - adorns-the different individuals of ſocial 


being e ef 


be treated as heaven's antagoniſts, 2 þ enemies! — 


the Moſt High: for he that it mot For me, is againſt 
mme, ſays our Lord s and ye cannot ſerve Cad an 


Mam n. Accordingly this is the firſt, and Ee 


: A all the: coumandmento 7 10 laue the Lord our G 


Avith..allour burt, foul, mind and frengtb; for if 
our love is a ſervent expanding flame within, our 


ſer vice cannot be prevailingly cold and contrated, ; 


Jeapty-ahd-penurious without. 
Thus the law of nature, as with a the 21 com- 


5 paſs, marks aut our duty as individuals. But n 
8 rern a3 2 focial being; who 


guty Will clearly appear, if we conſider That the 
God muſt; have important ends for making 


us ſocial He exerciſes à particular government 
over us as ſuch. We entirely depend upon him for 


the continuance and enjoyment of every ſocial com- 


fort. — The tenderneſs of nature will be much in 
vain, if it does not work for the ſpiritual good of 
thoſe about us. — And Gad's glory is the e 
At. domeſtic authority. 

1. The bleſſed. God mas have. important ends. in 
"making man with a deſire after fociery z for in wi/- 
dam be maketh all. By thus ad ting us for it, he 

has certainly laid an obligation upen all to worſhip 
him ſocially: ſo Heathens ſee, ſo all nations ac- 


knowledge and his intruſting us with ſocial talents, 


for the — of thoſe about us, binds us to employ 


them for his praiſe; for capacity, ſays Mr. Howe, 


- ©. meaſures obligation: And this muſt be the con- 


dition of all derived and dependent org which 
Pro- 


vidence, by the ſociality of our natures, demands 


our faithful attention to the intereſts of all, with 


hom it has more generally or ſpecially connected 


us; and that from the bigheſt: motives, - with an eye 


3:00 enn RW and 9 And a 
place 
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place we vecupy in the rank of ſocial beings, wwe 
are,; both as to God and men, cyphers of ſociety, 
and worſe than infignificant, if we wholly neglect. 


the intereſting duties of our ſtation, whether civil 


or ſacred. The attentive eye, the wakeful con- 
ſcience cannot but diſcern theſe obvious truths; 
which the Lord ſo loudly publiſhed, for which he 
ſo wiſely provided, in the firſt opening of ſocial. 
life; for did he not make one woman for one man ? 
yet had be the reſidue of the ſpirit : and wherefore one 
only ? tbat be might ſeck a godly ſeed; which he 
could not ſo well have done, if bigamy had been 
allowed. Mal. ii. 15. This being his declared end 
in making us ſocial, to this he adapted the fitteft 
means; therefore we offend againſt the original 
law of our being, as ſocial creatures, if we ſink our 
families, which ſhould be nurſeries for the church 
and for heaven, into meer worldly ſocieties, and 
ſeminaries of the ſtate. | ll ld. 
2. The bleſſed God exerciſes a particular goyern- 
ment over us as ſocial creatures. Promotion cometh 
neither from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from the 
ſouth. But God is the judge: be putteth down one, 
and ſetteth up anotber. There is no power but of God © 
the powers that be, whether ſuperior or inferior, are 
ordained of God, He that fixes the bounds of our 
habitation, marks out for each his ſphere of action; 
nor can he have allotted the ſons of honour their 
diſtinguiſhed ſtations, meerly that they might ſhine 
in the eyes of others, or only to purſue the delights 
of ſenſe with additional advantage : Theſe may be 
the low objects of the creature's ſupreme attention, 
but his own glory muſt be his grand and ultimate 
deſign, in every diſpoſal of his providence : And 
as grace in man diſcerns, approves, and adapts him 
to this end; therefore to ſubſerve God's glory, in 
his own ſtation aſſigned him, is the leading aim of 
A i every. 


* — 
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10 - Family Religion. e 
every truly pious king, prince, nobleman, judge, 


magiſtrate, miniſter, tutor and parent. 


And the fame hand of God, which ſuperintends 7 


the great affairs af nations, alſo ſetieth the ſolitary. 
in families. Pſ. Ixviii. 6. He ſetzeth the poor on high 

m affiition, and maketh him families like a flock. 
(Pf. cvii. 41.) If a ſparrow falls not to the ground, 
without our heavenly father, certainly the more in- 


tereſting events, in the lives of rational beings, mult 


be the objects of a divine interpoſition. And this 
lays us under. indiſpenſible obligations, to act for | 
his praiſe in our, houſes : for if we are to acknow- 
ledge bim in all our ways (Prov. iii. 6.) certainly it 
becomes-us to acknowledge him, in all the ways of 


bis mercy to us, by a dutiful conformity to his de- 


clared deſigns in them. os diag 
3. We depend on God for the enjoyment and 
continuance of every ſocial comfort. This depen- 


| dence is alike che condition of ſubjegts and their 


governors and families and their heads. If our houſes 
grow ſtronger and others weaker, from day today, 
like thoſe of David and Saul (2 Sam. iii. 1.) who, 
knoweth not that the hand of the Lord hath 
wrought this? Afflictions, loſſes or death cloud our 
families, or ſmiling mercies build them up, as be 
Pleaſes. See this exemplified in favour of the Egyp- 


dan midwives, Ex. i. 21; and of Phinchas, Num. 


Xv. 11—13: but awful inſtances of the contrary 
appear in Eli's houſe, 1 Sam. ii. 30. to the endl 


And in Korah, Dathan and Abiram, Num. xvi. 


And is our every comfort thus in God's hand, when 


we moſt enjoy it in our own ? How important then 


is it to riſe up ſocially in the way of duty, to meet 


our family mercies at the door? and to labour, with 


all the humble importunity of prayer, to turn 
away the wrath of God from us, that we may not 


be conſumed with the fire of his jealouſy 7 . 


Sreat 


_ „ 6 ed et 
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PR Fumily RANG ; „ 
reat Father of all is Jealous for his honour, | in our 
'houſes, as well as in his wn. 

4. The tenderneſs of nature, which God has im- 
planed: in us for thoſe that belong to us, will be 
much in vain if it not work for their ſpiritual 
and eternal good. Was this affection from God? 
it was deſigned to be for him: and we act as his 


enemies, it we ſpend thoſe noble treaſures of the 


ſoul, to purchaſe a meer temporal good for thoſe 
around us, which were given us for his praiſe, and 
their eternal advantage. Strong affections like a 
fire prey upon our, own vitals ; they occaſion, and 
call for heavy afflictions, to the children of God, 
when they are not directed and employed for his 
glory. As ever you would avoid. theſe, look, pa- 
rents, on the dear objects of your cares and com- 
fonts; and ſay; Shall I content myſelf with that 
r defective earth-born love, which aims no 
- higher than their temporal good; which meditates 
and attempts nothing, for the everlaſting welfare 
© of theſe dear immortals, who ſprung from me ? 
God and nature forbid the thought.” | ; 
3. His glory is the higheſt end of domeſtic au- 
thority. The fourth commandment injoins, Thou 
2 do no manner of work on the ſabbath- day; thou 
nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor 
tby maid-ſervant, &c. which both ſuppoſes an au- 
thority lodged in the heads of families, and points 
out the. reaſon of that inveſtiture, viz. for God's 
glory. 4A ſon honoureth his father, and a ſervant hig 
maſter, Mal. i. 6; ſo nature directs, which is the 
voice of God: And Joſhua reſolves, as one under 
authority, to preſerve this honour for him, deeply 
ſenſible that for this end only he received it. 
Me cannot but bewail it, when we ſee parental 
authority hired into the ſervice of hel}, and proſti- 
tuted to the dreadful purpoſes of encouraging chil- 
dren in ſin, or weakening their hands in the way of 
C 2 | duty 
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duty (Luke Xii. 53.) and, as it was ſaid of unfaiths 


ful watchmen, the blood of ſuch children will God 


require at their parents hands, Ezek. iii. 18. And 
is there no guilt in ſuffering that authority to lie 
dor mant, as to the great ends for which the ſupreme 
governor appointed it? Or can a jealous God ſee, 
without right iſpleaſure, his on declared de- 


3 rs in this conftitution, thrown out of the field 
E 


thought within, or rejected in the ſyſtem of our 


conduct without? l only add once more, 


6. It is the nature of grace to make men ſolicit- 
ous and active, for the eternal good of others. 
Grace is the nature, the image, and the life of God 


1 the ſoul; and diſcovers itſelf, by a u concern 
O0 1 


r their good, whom Providence has immediately 


committed to our care: therefore the profeſſor, who 


is habitually inactive for the ſalvation of his children 
and ſervants, has much reaſon to fear, that he has 
yet only a name to live, and has not known the grace 
of God in truth. He has denied the faith, and is 
toorſe than an infidel, who provides not temporal 
things for his-owwn, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own 
houſe. 1 Tim. v. 8. And are not profeſſors heapin 

up weighty guilt upon their own: heads, who negle 

the appointed means to provide for-the eternal good 
of their houſholds? at leaſt, lays Mr. Flavel, ? Let 


men talk what they pleaſe of | ſecret commu- 


nion with God, I am ſure,” if religion did thrive 


in che cloſet, it could never be baniſhed out of the 


x 


£ family.“ 


Thus you have heard the law of nature, which 
is the voice of God to every land; and that it is an 


eſſential property of ſaving grace to make men 
ſolicitous for the eternal good of others: from which I 


would remark two things before we proceed, viz. 
1. If we had been born Heathens, deſtitute of 
the light of God's holy oracles, yet family worſhip 
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had been our evident duty, So the Gentiles them- 
felves thought; for they had their Lares and Pe- 
nates, Gods of the houſhold, to which their dail 
adorations were addreſſed. Such alſo were the fl. 
wer ſhrines (or little boxes with the image) of Diana, 
which were the gainful wares of Epheſus, Acts 
XiX. 24. So even the avaricious Laban had his 
houſhold Gods, Gen. xxxi. 30. and Mrcab, his. 
-Judg. xvii. and xviii. And, though the object of 
worſhip was miſtaken, and they were conducted 
by Nature's glimmering light alone, yet they have 
plainly ſhewed the world their ſenſe of the obliga- 
tion and advantage of family religion; therefore 
they ſhall be your judges, profeſſors; and condemn 
the men of this generation, who, from the full blaze 
of goſpel day, retire into eternity, with the guilt of 
this ſin upon them, not repented of nor pardoned. 
2. If this duty is binding upon all heads of fa- 
milies as ſuch, then widows, wives in the abſence 
of their huſbands, and other female heads of fa- 
milies, are bound to pray with their houſholds, ei- 
ther with or without a form; unleſs they have ſome 
pious friend or ſervant at hand, on whom to de- 
volve this work. Thus Zfher faſted and prayed 
with her maidens, chap. iv. 16; who were proba- 
bly proſelites. And if women are to guide (Greek 
_ oixedeororav) the houſe, 1 Tim. v. 14. they ought 
doubtleſs to guide it for God, If you really poſ- 
ſeſs that godlineſs which you profeſs, you cannot 
allow yourſelves to neglect the temporal, and will 
you then trifle with the ſpiritual and everlaſting in- 
tereſts of thoſe committed to your charge; whether 
you are for a continuance or only for a few days, 
the ſole heads of the family at hand? . 
May the Lord the Spirit animate his ſervants and 
handmaids, to this part of their duty, that all 
your houſes may be Bethels and Proſeuches, houſes 


But 


of God and of Prayer, 
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II. To conſider the 8 = this Nan . 


Scripture.. And here the Lord has delivered his 
will to us, by the example of his ſervants, by pre- 
Ccepts, promiſes, and threatnings, all which unite | 
"their various power to engage us to this duty. 


. Scripture examples inculcate it. abe 
Lac and Jacob, in their various removes, built 


altars to the Lord, for their own, and their fami- 
- . and certainly Arabam engaged his 

W. concurrence in theſe acts of devotion, for the 
ever 


eſſed God, as it were, boaſts of him, Gen. 


xvüi. 19. I know "him, that be will command bis chil» 


dren and his houſhold after him; and they ſhall keep 
the way of the Lord. q. d. I know his jealouſy 
+ for my honour will engage him to uſe the influ- 
© ence I have given him, for my praiſe.” And 
though it has not been uſually remarked on this 
ſubject, the Iſraelites dedicating their houſes to 
God, (Deut. xx. 5. Pſ. xxx. Title) declared both 
their dependence on him for ſafety and comfort in 
them, and their reſolution to ſerve him there. On 


the ſame head David inſtructs us too by his exam 


ple, who returned to bleſs: bis bouſbold, after the 


ſolemnity of bringing up the Ark to the Taberna- 


cle, Which he had prepared for it, 2 Sam. vi. 20. 
and by his devout; reſolve, Pf. ci. 2, 7. J will be. 


dave myſelf wiſely. in a perfect uay; I will walk 
within my houſe with a perfect heart, in an even, 


* ſteady courſe of religion: and that I may do this, 
He that worketh. deceit, | ſpall not duell within my 
hanſe ; be that telleth lies, Mall not tarry in my fight 2 


© As the Lord puts away ſuch ay his — ſo 


< will I from mine,” To theſe examples, and 
Foſbud's in my text, allow me to add that of Daniel, 
as his eminent piety would, no doubt, make him 


attentive to family as well as ſecret devotion; of 


both of which we may well underſtand thoſe — 


14 


vi. 10. 1 went into "bis * ant prayed | 
wy gave thanks three times a day, as afore time; he 
ſought no unuſual - concealment,. even when the 
— decree, formed againſt his life, might have 
tempted him to ſecrete his devotion, to eſcape the 
envious rage of the princes around him. 

To this it may be objected, that Abraham, Da- 8 
vid and Daniel, were men eminent for God. Tet 
as their examples are certainly recorded for our 
imitation, if we wholly chain down our groveling 
thoughts to the meaner examples around us, is not 
this in effect, making proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil 
the luſts thereof, whit we ſlight the grace which 
ſhone forth fo gloriouſly in theſe Men of God, to 
_ Excite and animate us? + | 

But to come to the New Teſtament. Jeſus Chriſt, 5 
who expounded many things in Private to his Diſ- 
ciples, which he had delivered in publick, doubt- 
leſs joined prayer with thoſe domeſtic, as well as 
with his more public inſtructions: ſuch was his 
prayer, John xvii. after his diſcourſe with them 
alone; as we have an account, Luke ix. 18. of his 
praying with them before he began thoſe inſtruc- 
tions in private. And it was at the cloſe of one 
of his family prayers, that one of his diſciples, 
much warmed and- refreſhed. by the fervour and 
ſweetneſs of his addreſs to the Father, ſaid unto . 
him, Lord teach us to pray, as Fobn alſo taught bis 
00 les. Luke xi. 1. So Aquila and Priſcilla had 

ch in their bouſe ; which certainly implies 
— worſhip, 1 Cor. xvi. 19. And as the ſpirit 
of God, as far as he works, muſt lead men to 
ſerve God agreeably to their ſocial Natures; when 
it is ſaid of that deyout man Cornelius, that he fear- 
ed God with all his houſe, and prayed to God alway; 
the expreſſions ſtrongly imply family worſhip, even 
though it ſhould be doubted, from the abſence of 
TEE: of his ſervants from that act of * 
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1 which 1 was engaged er the "Ji "lets 
| bim, whether that prayer in his houſe was focial or 
| 5 ſolitary ; Acts x. 2, 7, 30. for domeſtic wor- 
| \- hip is manifeſtiy a duty of natural, as well as of 
| revealed, religion. 
Thus the ancient and more modern footſteps of | 
che flock, in every age, with Chriſt at their head, 
all lead this way—And our attention to thoſe alli 
RY examples, is inforced 


= E erde uſe of this piece of armour, — 
6 cannot maintain the poſt Providence has allotted 
them, with honour and advantage. By all prayer, 
m is meant all kinds of prayer, viz. ſecret, private, 
W - and public; in each of which their new-nature will 
| Incline holy ſouls to approach the God of their ſal- 
vation; as well as in the different parts, branches 
and methods of each kind, which are all * 
ed in the words prayer and ſupplication. © 
The continued influences of divine grace are in- 
finitely neceſſary, to ourſelves and families, for the 
right diſcharge of relative duties; therefore, after 
ſpeaking of theſe, the Holy Ghoſt repeatedly calls us 
to abound in prayer. In this connection comes in 
that command, Col. iv. 2. Continue in prayer, 
aud watch in the ſame with thankſgiving. See alſo 
1 Pet. iii. 12. And then are our prayers here in- 
Joined, likely to be effectual means, in order to 
this end propoſed, when they are preſented fer- 
vently, both ſocially and alone. The Prophet Za- 
1 e with tranſport, ſaw the Proviſion b 
2 a 
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= ww „„ RB ou a et Rat 


mil Rag, 5 1 


; nud made for their being ſo preſented, eſpecially 


under the Goſpel diſpenſation, when he brought 
forth that promiſe from God, chap. xii. 10. I will 
pour upon the houſe of David and upon the inhabitants 


75 Feruſalem, the ſpirit of Grace and of Supplitations, 


and they ſpall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they ſpall mourn for him as one mourneth for bis 
only fon, and ſhall be in bitterneſs fer him as one that 
is in bitterneſs for his firſt-born. As this promiſe is 
given by the Lord Jeſus, (they ſhall loo on me whom 
they have pierced) and by the Father (they ſhall 


. mourn for bim, John xix. 37. Rev. i. 7.) ſo the 


Grace of it is deſigned to extend to families, and 
to reach individuals in them, and-therefore cannot 


but influence their public worſhip. The ſpirit is 


expreisly promiſed to be poured: upon be bouſe of . 
David; and other families of lower rank amongtt 


them, viz. the families of the houſe of Nathan,. Levi 
and Sbimei, &c. muſt ſhare in the ſame Grace, as 
it is expreſsly declared that they ſhall ſhare in the 
mourning, v. 11-14. which is the effect of the 
"Spirit's being poured out. Their wives alſo ſhall 


-mourn apart in their cloſets; as well as zbe whole 


land, or the inhabitants of Feruſalem in general, 
when, in their public afſemblics, they look on him 


they have pierced. Will ic not affect pious minds 


to obſerve, that family, cloſet, and (may I not 
add) public religion, are here placed in connection 
with that looking to a pierced Chriſt, without which 


no profeſſor. can be ſaved? And that the ſame 


ſpirit that leads to the former, is promiſed to ani- 
mate us to the latter? Speaking of the ſame glo- 
rious times, the prophet adds, chap. xiv. 20, 21. 

In that day, men being formed to 
in the uſe of carnal things, there 


redt ſpirituality 
ell be upon 'the 


bells of the horſes,” holincis to- the Lord; and rhe 
meaneſt pots in the Lord's houſe,. all be to them 
ww the bewls beſcre «the Altar, that is, the molt 
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common duties of their publick warſhip, Hall be 
like what the ſweet ſealing times of — moſt ſo· 

' lemn devotions, uſed to be to themſelves — | 


in he nay of 1 "Lond of Hoſts. Theſe — 


whilſt they direct our hope, haye in them the force 
of a command, of . we ought to ſeek and do: 
Having therefore, dearly beloved, theſe promiſes, let 
us cleanſe ourſelves from all plthineſs of the fla aud 
foirit, per feiing holineſs in the fear of God. 2 Cor. 
#14. - 
Nor are theſe commands without their ſandions 
agnezed ; for, I 
8. Scripture threnenings awfully urge this duty 
on our believing fear. If Judas had not been a ſuc- 
ceſsful teacher of rebellion againſt God in his houſe, 
his wife and children bad not fallen under that 
heavy doom denounced, PI. cix. 6—20. compare 
Acts i. 20. And though a ſimilar wrath: docs not 
fall upon wicked families, in general, in this world, 
yet the infallible oracles declare, The curſe of the 
Lord is in every bouſe of the wicked. Prov. iii. 33. 
And like a talent ot lead caſt upon the mouth of an 
Ephah, ſuch has its awful reſiſtleſs weight been of- 
ten found: It ſhall remain, faith ibe Lord of Hoſts, in 
the midſi of the houſe of the ſweorer, and the thief ; 
and ſhall conſume it, with the timber thereof, and the 
tones thereof. Zech. v. 1-—8; And though 
Grace may have made you eſſentially to differ from 
ſuch; yet remember, that a parent's perſonal piety, 
cannot keep. the curſe of God out of his houſe, if, 
like Eli's, his ſous make themſelves vile, and be re- 
trains them not. Read the awful ſentence denounc- 
ed againſt chem, 1 Sam. ii. 27. to the end; and 
Ut He | £4 chap. 


— 


* 
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thiap. I. 1714. For, however perſonal the words 
may Rem, God's words are of no private interpre- 
taten. Where there is fig allowed, there will be 
 #curſe: Like a flying roll, of dreadful length and 
breadth, this eufſe ſeized. Els deſcendants for 
many generations. So idolatry is often viſited in 
famiſies, to the third and fourth generation. Ex. 
A. 3. Shall we not then tremble to hear a pro- 
phet of God, denounce a curſe upon prayerleſs fa- 
milies; which therefore muſt be juſt in itſelf, and 
beebining the holineſs of God to inflit? Jer. x. 
25: Pour out thy fury upon the heathen, that know 
thee lot; and upon the families that call not on thy 
name. Compare Pl. lxxix. 6. Sometimes fami- 
lies ſignify kingdoms (Amos, iii. 2. Zech. xiv. 18.) 
for all nations are but as diſtinct families, under the 
eye and hand of one every where preſent, all- ſu- 
perintending head. Sometimes the word expreſſes 
the ſubdiviſions of Iſrael, according to the houſes of 
their fathers, (Numb. xxvi.) But when tribes and. 
Kingdoms, ate, by a metonymy denominated from 
the lefler ſocieties; which are included in their bow- 
els; whatever is promiſed to, or denounced againſt 
them, under this borrowed name, muſt, in ſome 
degree, at leaft, be applicable to private families; 
for why ſhould infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, take 
a borrowed name to threaten or promiſe under it, 
If it was nöt to make his meaning the more copi- 
| ous, as ſpeaking to both? Or would the God of 
mercy denounce wrath againſt familics, which he 
never deſigned: ſhould come near them as ſuch? 
And if their impiety, as families, not as individu- 
als, was not here deſcribed, the curſe upon them 
(Which certainly is not more extenſive than the ſio) 
would have been expreſſed perſonally; and not de- 
nounced againſt them as families. — By theſe ſami- 
lies, are meant thoſe of the Heathen, immediately 
before mentioned, who called upon the names of 
BY | D 2 their 
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their idols; but not on the name of Jehovah, the 


. $355 
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God of the families of the whole earth. But if he 
that judges amongſt the nations, pours out his curſe. 
upon heathen families; how much more ſo will he 
upon the families of profeſſing chriſtians, who call 
not upon his name? Therefore, look to it, there 
is God's curſe in your houſe, if you live without 
family prayer. We believe, and therefore ſpeak. 
Knowing the jerrors of the Lord, we e enz; 


if by any means we may ſave ſeme. 


_ Have theſe threatenings awoke thy foul?. Have 
they made thy heart tender, to. riſe againſt fin? 
To encourage thoſe who tremble at the word of the 


Lord, he has addreſſed our hopes too, 


In gracious promiſes made to the ſerious dif- | 


| 3 of theſe duties. In general it is declared, 


that be Zleſſeth the habitation of the juſt, Prov. iii. 33. 
And whilſt he is executing his dreadful vengeance 


upon the wicked; at the ſame time, ſaith the Lord, 


will be the God of all the families of 1ſrael, and they 
Hall be my People, Jer. xxxi. 1. that is, when he 
makes a new covenant with tbem, as it follows, v. 


31, &c. when he puts bis laws in their minds, and 


eorites them in their hearts; for when he enables 
them, in their perſonal and ſocial capacities, to act 
as his people, he will certainly make ME. his arm 
for them as their God. 

The ſeed of Facob are all of them. a praying peo- 


ple (Iſai. xlv. 19.) And, as to pray and praiſe to- 
gether, are ſome of the moſt intereſting ends of ſo- 
ciety; ſo the bleſſed Redeemer has given the higheſt 
encouragement. to ſocial worſhip, in our families, 


and. upon other occaſions, declaring, Matt, xvii. 


19, 20. If two of you ſhall agree on earth, if they 
hall unite as two voices in the. melody of one har- 
monious ſtrain (Greek) as touching any thing that 
they Gall aſt, it ſhall be done for them of my Fatber 
. wobich is in Hes ven: For where c or three are ga- 
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well hope'to carry their cauſe in Heaven. 


houſhold-of prayer and praiſe, in all it's various de- 
partments; and that Voice of Joy and ſalvation, 
which he hears in ibe Tabernacles of the righteous, is 
delightful Melody in the ears of Divine Mercy, as 
God himſelf has graciouſly intimated, Pf. Ixxxvii. 
2. ſaying, The Lord loveib the gates of Zion, more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob. Does he love the 
gates of Zion, where numerous hearts harmonize 
in the pious ardour of prayer and praiſe? For the 
ſame reaſon, though in a leſs degree, he loves the 
dwellings of Jacob; and his love to them breaks 
out in ſuch language as this, Ne plague ſhall com 
nigh thy dwelling Pſ. xci. 10. for the Lord will 
create upon every dwelling place i Mount Zion, aa 
well as upon ber aſſemblies, a clouu and ſmoke by days 
and the ſhining. of a flaming fire by night; for upon 

all the real Glory in his own houſet and in dein | 
' there ſhall be a ſure defence. Iſai iv. 8. 

He that cometh to God, in any duty, 1 believe 
that he is the Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him. So he rewarded Abraham for his pious care 
of his family, by revealing his ſecrets to him (PC. 
xxv. 14.) about the deſtruction of Sodom. Gen. 
xviii. 17—19. And it was, whilſt our dear Lord 
prayed with three of his Diſciples, that he faſbion 
F his tountenance was altered, and his raiment mas 
white and gliſtering. Luke ix. 28, 29. And the 
. ſpirit of God, has frequently ſpread a kind of ſpi- 

ritual cransfiguration over the ſouls of his people, 
| whilſt they have been engaged in ſocial prayer, 
both in their families, and on other oc with 
two or three of his ſervants. 

Nor will the advantages of this duty be only 
eng for God has ſaid, Prov. xxii. 6. Train 


up 


them. And, Chriſt being with them, they maß, = . 
The. bouſhold of faith, ſhould: certainly ——— 


zuvenile years; of which, in 


The moſt exemplary chriſtians, in * ages; have 


=_ (TRY . 
— in the way by. geit yo; (chit is, inthe 


_ . way of family pr 
52 pi 6.9 pr old; he will not 


yer, andioſtiuftion, enample and 
depart from 
80 Solomon himſelf, who mates this obſerva- 
— during the long years of his ſhameful wan- 
dering from God, never wholly loft the impreffions 
and advantages of his parent — 6ver bis 

| feaſon of 
his life, ook 4 e e eh 
e Prov. iv. 3. Sc. and Axxi. 3. GS. 


f ag thus ſhewn the heads of mike, what, 
_ the 1 whar he requifes' of 


them as ſuch; I would farther obſerve, that, as 
the other three branches: of family duty, viz. in- 


ſtruction, example and reſtraint, demand your con- 
Rant daily attention, (ſec the forementioned Deut. 
Vi. 6, 7.) ſo this of ſocial prayer, ought to be per- 


forme every night and morning in your fatyities. 


ſo underſtood che will of their heavenly Father in 


this point: and the courſe of nature, in —— 
ſucceſſions of day and 
them t pay their morning and evening ſacrifices. 
Amos. v. 8. whilſt Daniel's praying three times a 
day; and David three, and ſeven times, cannot but 
be conſiderations: of weight in every tender con- 
ſeience, which reveres the command to pra without 


night, hath admoniſhed 


ceaſing. (See Pſ. xlii. 8. and lo. 17. and Kcii. 1, 2 
and cxli. 2. and exlv. 2. 
To this let me add, chat, are Lord's hor 


-(whether conſidered as a form or model of prayet) 
appears to be a ſocial prayer, by the uſe of the 
plural number throughout, and ſeems to have ſome 


peculiar reſpect to the worſhip-of the family, being 


given by Chriſt, at the requeft of one of his Diſci- 


ples, at the cloſe of one of his family prayers, as 


- hinted above; ſo that petition in it, Give us his 
| __ our daily bread, is particularly adapted for fe- 


mily 
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2 plainly intimates chat as ought to be them prac- 
tiſed: For it is a petition moſt to be offer- 
ed, with thoſe who are likely to ſhare the proviſions 
of the day with ws; and would be improperty uf. 
ed, When we had partook of the breed of the day: 
Therefore, when this-prayer is offered at the cloſe 
of the day, A variation of the-expreffiew is prepav- 

fend. Mat. vi. 11. Lake, M g. 
- Therefore, they ſeem to de ſeciug God with a 
divided heazt, who habitually. content themſelves 
without morning prayer; and, at the utmoſt, can 
only enpect 2 partial bleſſing for themfebves and 
their families. Ae bat , if, God Huch 
ſaid it, a reap ſparingly, (2 Cor. ix. 6.) and as 
his words arc: everlaſiing unchanging eruth, ſo it 
hay been ſecn, that even pious families commonty 
reap ſparingly, both of holines and comfurt, who 
confige themſel ves to the cold and ponurieus ſer- 
vice of .anly evening prayer to God in their 


houſes. N 4 | 


* 5 | F 


I. H family religion has this ſtamp of divine 
Authority upon it, this teaches us in what peint 
of view. to regard the objections which are made 
againſt it: Are they not the riſings of the human, 
againſt the divine will? which has enjoined, Do 
all things withow murmuring and diſputing; with 
this ſolemn motive annexed, That ye may be Blame 
leſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God, 'without reduke, in 
tbe midſt of @ crooked and perverſe nation, among wb 
de ſoine as (guorngss) elevated lights, or lighthouſes, _ 
* is tbe world. Phil. ii. 24, 15. Can we then be 
| * See Dr. Doddridge's Family Expofitar. © ©: - 
Zo blameleſs, 


| blaneleſs; i we tp the mouth of contencs, or 
HY rock that inward monitor-afleep'by ſaying 


(.) We have not time. Anſ. If e of che 


7 e the family can find time for this duty, 


either ſeep or buſineſs will probably be pleaded for 


this omiſſion If the former is your excuſe; the 
blefied/ God anſwers, Love not fleep, leaſt” thou come 
both 0 temporal and ſpiritual poverty; open thine 


Hes, and than fpalt. be ſatisfied with bread. Prov. 
XX. 13. Inſtead of doing all things to the glory 


| of God, (1 Cor. x. 31.) he certainly ſleeps for 


himſelf, (Zech. vii. 5, rd ) who ſacrifices that time 
to the repoſe of the body, which God and con- 
ſcience demand [for — the word of God, and 
For ſecret and ſocial addreſſes to him. Would it 
not be eruel to compoſe yourſelves to ſleep, whilſt 


. your children and raum were expoſed to the 
moſt 1 temporal danger? Awake iben to 


righteouſneſs, and fin not; for They that ſleep, fieep 
in the night. What meaneſt tbou, O ſleeper; ariſe 


— upon thy God, if ſo be God will think upon 


thee and thy * that ye periſh not. 
Or is bu/ineſs your plea? Would it not be juſt 
in the bleſſed God, to blaſt that buſineſs, which 
ſtands in the way of his own honour ; and has he 
not often done it? As the Sabbath breaker, both 
increaſes his plague of fin; and draws in upon him- 


ſelf the curſe of God, with all the worldly gains 


which he gets on the Lord's Day ; fo, will not a 
, curſe attend whatever is gained in any time, of 


which God muſt ſay, Ze have robbed me? Mal. 
iii. 8. The gifts of providence can only be ſanc- 


tiſied to the uſe of fallen creatures, by the word of 
Cod and prayer, 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. and a little that a 


rigbieous man hath, ſo ſanctiſied, is better than the 


riches of many wicked, (Pf. xxxvii. 16.) Give God 


therefore the firſt fruits of your heart and time; 


then will 0 24005 thy bread, and * water, (Ex. 
xxiii. 


A eee FFI_" rv rm" 


| Eonth Rien. 2 a8 

_— L 25.) and. all. things ſpall. be. clean unto | you. 
Likes 1 

Or if, from this outward, you retire to a more 
inward objection, and ſay, 
122.) 1 have not ability, or gifts for this duey 3 
an able pen has anſwered; The neglect of prayer 
© 18 a principal cauſe of that inabilicy you complain 
« of. Gifts, as well as graces, grow by exerciſe. 
* To him-that hath, Gall be given; and be ſhall have 
s more abundance. Beſides, in many inſtances, tis 
* a fruit of pride, and argues your eye to be more 
upon your own honour than God's. The Lord 

© regards not oratory in prayer; your broken ex- 

< preflions, yea your groans and ſighs 1 him, 
< more than all the elegance.in the world.“ , + MF" 
Havel. | 

But that I may not drop this point, without any ä 
comfort to my own ſoul, or advantage to you; 
permit me to intreat every one, who has lived in 
the neglect of this duty, to releaſe the Lord's 

priſoner, Conſcience, and faithfully attend to 
the reply, which (when ſet at full liberty) it gives 
in the preſence of God, to the following demands: 
viz. Has the Lord never contended with your ſoul? 
Has the riſen Jeſus, exalted at his Father's right 
hand (in the moſt fixed attention, to the cares of 
his family below) never ſuſpended his refreſhing 
and .comforting influences from you, becauſe he 
ſaw you habitually careleſs of the fouls he had com- 
mitted to your charge? Iſai. lix. 2. Has this 
made none of your other duties lifeleſs and unfruit- 
ful? Ir a a neglect of that communication which 


is good the uſe of. edrfying, in our houſes, grieves the 
ſoirit of God; Eph. iv. 29, 30. Do we not alſo 
grieve him, if we Night bis aſſiſtance there, as 4 
ſpirit of ſupplication? See the fore-mentioned 
Zech. xii, 10.—If we never ſpeak 10 God before 
our families, may not = probably lead on to ” 

| ſin 


g 
1 
{ 
. 
[ 
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2 of: never. + ſpeaking 
your o families, tend much to ae and ſuppreſs 


of bm 3 2 Would not 
confeſſing God with your mouths, eſpecially -: 


the corruptions of your own hearts; and to make 


every good principle more. your own, and more 
uſcful to yourſelves for all the purpoſes of the di- 


vine life? And, in common caſes, has not God 


mage confe//ion as qo 10 ſalvation, as believing 
with the heart is to your having an intereſt in the 
eee of Chriſt? Rom. x. 10. Can you 


expect grace, to fill up and adorn any ſtation, in 


God s houſe, if you are habitually negligent of 
the duties of your ſtation, in your own houſe ? 
1 Tim. ili, g. Can you reaſonably pray in faith, 


fuor a bleſſing opon public inſtructions to your fa- 
mily. whilſt you neglect that care of them at home, 


vrhich God has Teen Are not the ſins 
8. families profeſſing gadlineſs, much more grie- 
vous to God and his people, than thoſe of others? 
Amos, iii. 2.——Are. there none, even now, in 


your family, mourning in ſecret for the loſs they 


ſuſtain, by your negle& of family duty? Is 


there no precious ſoul, in or out of your houſe, 


which even now lies bleeding under the moral 
wounds, which your careleſſneſs of this duty has 


occaſioned? Can thoſe, who are weaned from the 


nil, and drawn from the hbreaſt, have line upon line, 


depth of wickedneis, from which ſuch iniquity 


were not ſecretly convinced of the finfulnefs of it! 
lf you profeſs Wo) name of Chriſt, has your 


and precept upon precept, as God has commanded, 
without your care of family duties? Iſ. xvii, 
.9—13-. And will not the Lord /ay judgment 10 the 
ine of every ſuch wilfully-and habitually neglected 
duty; and righteouſneſs tu the plummet of every ſuch 


proceeds? 
Why are profeſſors unwilling it ſhould be known 
that they do not pray with their families, if they 


exampk 


. 


example in this neglect never been, or may it not _ 


probably yet be, an occaſion of falling in their way 
to ſame z eſpecially if it is known, that the Lord 
has given you abilities for this duty above ſome ?--- 
Will not your zeal or negligence in this part of God's 
will, be likely to ſhed themoſt ſalutary, or malig- 
nant influence even upon unborn ages, and tranſmit 
very far the ſame effects which it now produces? 
——Did the Lord never ſend any affliction into 
your family to point out, and correct you for this 
fin? Pf. Ixxxix. 30—33. What anſwer did you 
make to that meſſenger, aſſliction? Would not that 
God who laid them upon you, have helped you 
better to bear your afflictions, if you had followed 
him cloſely and fully ?——ls not this duty, faith+ 
fully performed, a likely means to preſerve huſ- 
bands and wives, parents and children, maſters and 
ſervants, from being ſuch an exerciſe and diſtreſs to 
each other, as they often are, through their in- 
dulged corruptions ?—Finally, does not the negle& 
of family duty naturally tend to make the Lord's 
day unprofitable, and therefore unpleaſant? Has 
not this often occaſioned a diſreliſn, and fo firſt a 
tial, and then a total, neglect of public worſhip? 
Certainly ſo many profeſſors could not have con- 
tented themſelves to attend public worſhip but once 
on the L's day, or perhaps not ſo often, if they 
had not firſt abandoned ſocial duties in their own 
houſes. ——Thus, alas! many families, once flou- 
riſhing, in vital intimacy with heaven, have been 
gradually led out into the world, 70 periſh with . 
them that believe not; whilſt the bleeding church of 
God obſerves, with unutterable anguiſh, the diſtin- 
guiſhed wickedneſs and miſery of many, from 
whom they might have formed far different expec- 
r e 
If theſe conſfiderations-have made any proper im- 
preſſions upon the wm 3 remember that nothing 
T6 | 2 can 


can be done in religion withive relbtunion 3 and 


dat purpoſes Which are formed with reſpect to 


futurity, whilſt for the preſent you defire 70 'be 
Seal, are in general nothing more than a device 


of the Devil to cheat you out of your time, and - 


Jull the waking conſcience aſleep again, in | guilt 
and ruin. 

2. How neceſſary i is a principle of grace to form 
the heart to the obefience of faith. Without this 
internal Agbt and life, many duties will lie buried in 
darkneſs to us; and'the moſt powerful arguments 
'to enforce them, will be like a ſword pointed 
againſt an unfeeling rock, or as the rays of noon 

falling upon a dead corpſe; whilſt, carnal pleas 
againſt them, riſe countleſs without end as the weeds 
of ſpring. You may as well drain the ocean of 
water, as remove all the excuſes which a carnal heart 
will make againſt ſome difficult and unfaſhionable 
duties: Marvel not therefore, ſays our Lord, that 1 
ſaid unto thee, ye mut be born again. John in, 7. 
The great apoſtacy, having ſet the heart againſt 
God, and opened ten thouſand doors of death within 
us, the ſoul will continually practiſe the moſt wily 
arts to eſcape from the preſence of the great I Am, 


and avoid his honourable yoke, till it is changed 4 ; 


the ſweet influence of renewing grace. 

Not that all are born of God who pray with 
their families, or engage them to a diligent at- 
tendance upon public worſhip ; yet a renewing 
change is infinite ly neceſſary, as without it no man 
can attend to every branch of duty, or indeed per- 
form any one, in a manner fuited to the require- 
ments of a holy and ſpiritual law. Rom. viii. 5—8. 
Heb. xi. 6. 

For want of this grace of life, it is, that fo 
many parents diſtinguiſh their own and their chit 
dren's ſouls, by more inattention to them, than to 
the meaneſt things of this outward life: Mafters 
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are careleſs whom they admit into their familſes ; 


either allow their ſervants no time for morning 
and evening prayer in ſecret, or for public wor- 
ſhip on the Lord's day ; or exert no authority to 


engage them to it. Alas! God's honour, and 
the welfare of ſouls, committed co their charge, is 
nothing to them! To have their buſineſs done is 
all their aim; and ſome even dare to avow this 
openly.Juſt ſo the devil treats his ſervants. 


And is it not through the weakneſs of the ſame 


principle, that ſome, of whom we hope better 


things, detain their children or ſervants from the 


public worſhip of the Lord's day morning, meer- 
ly. to make ſuch proviſion for an ungoverned appe- 


tite, as the health of the body by no means re- 


quires; or, in other reſpects, injure the precious 
ſouls about them, by an unworthy inattention to 
their everlaſting intereſts ? , a 
3. If family duties are ſo important, how careful 


| ſhould every one be, not to enter into ſuch connec- 


tions in life, as would render the performance of 


them difficult or impoſſible. Marrying Atrange 
wives brought ruin upon the old world, Gen. vi. 
2—8. And, when Iſrael had been repeatedly 


cautioned in vain againſt the ſame iniquity z they 
were awfully puniſhed for deſpiſing this part of the 
Divine will. Deut. vii. 3, 4. Ezra ix. Mal. ii. 12. 
And, after ſuch awful warnings from the word and 
the ſword of a jealous God, can the friends af 
Jeſus allow themſelves to hear in vain this com- 
mand, inculcated in the New Teſtament, to marry 
only in the Lord? 2 Cor. vi. 14— 18. 1 Cor. vii. 
39. Or can any be helps meet for Chriſt's ſervants, 


but thoſe who feel the conſtraining power of his 


grace? If you have the life of God in you, one 


who is alienated from that life (Eph. iv. 18.) muſt 
be an eſſentially unſuitable companion for you; for 
what communion hath light with darkneſs ; and what 


concord 
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ancerd bath Chris with Belia ? Therefose 


Be in every. caſe, the certain effect of ſuch con- 
nections :; beſides the ſad conſequenees which may 
be reaſonably feared for the ſucceeding generations 
which. may ſpring from them, which-are even now 
apening,[in_dire omens, upon unborn poſterity 
ff family duties are already loaded with the moſt 
extreme, and perhaps inſuperable difficulties. _ 
Well may theſe conſiderations deter a tender 
conſcience from ſuch dangerous connections 
ret I would obſerve, That if any man, before he 
| Had receivgd the grace-of God, is come under ſuch 
obligations to an unregenerate perſon; as it would 
be ungenerous. and diſhonourable to trifle with or. 
violate,. Tet tbem marry (unleſs the other party de- 
fixes to drop the affair, either on account of that 
religious ſtrictneſs which-, the renewed ſoul muſt 
reſolve aloud to maintain in his family, or for any 
other cauſe) for may not ſuch. a perſon, apply to 
him or herſelf the comfort of thoſe words, 1 Cor. 
Vil, 16. bat knoweſt thou, O wife, whether thou 
Rall ſave thy buſhand? Or biw knoweſt thou, O 
man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy wife? Marriage is 
honourable in all, the good and the evil: And 
grace was never deſigned to nullify any previous 
lawful contracts, either of ſervants with their 
maſters, or other ſocial relations, 1 Cor. vii. 20, 
21: Let it muſt direct and govern thoſe: which are 
ſubſequent to the ſoul's receiving it. 
. * What has been ſaid of the neareſt relations in 
life, may be alſo applied to ſervants, ſo far as they 
are parts of the family. Has Providence appointed 
us guardians of the temporal and ſpiritual welfare 
of thoſe about us? Shall we then admit, or con- 
tinue in our houſes, ſuch as hate or reſiſt the 
vernment which the eternal God has eſtabliſhed 
for himſelf there very different from this was 


Joſhua's 


| . or grief, or both, n are, and will 
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and zeal of which, holy fouls will ſurely do more 


than approve and venerate. Permit me then to 


intreat all, who. either are, or expect to be, in- 


truſted with gomeſtic cares, not to lay this paper 


out of their hands, without ſaying before God 


{whoſe jealous eye cannot but be upon your hearts, 


at the cloſe of every ſermon you hear or read) A 
for me. and 75 houſe, we will ſerve the Lord; and 
may heaven 

around you fay, Amen; whilſt unborn ages-(in- 


ſtrumentally enlivened by the favour of your 
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graces) as it were advance forward, and ſing, Hal- 5 f 1 


lelujab, the Lord God omnipetont reigns allo in or 
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SRAEL, attend your leader's voie: 
. F Attend, and, bear his well: form d choice. 
. . God of Gods ! His name 0 A 
pu erbt knows, and dreads: his fame, 
f... roo 10» Mnf. + Pas. Faoork 1 
"4 :. 2 5 led your: hoſts, ye holy: 1 Kier 3. * * 
1 Through diſtmal deeps, oroſs Jordan's tides; | 
bote his ſaints on cagles Wibges s 
1 8 opt the breath of-Canazn's 
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te a houſes ru praiſe him chere. . 


My houſhold, round bis ſacred 70 + _ 
Shall wait his oy gifts ert. 
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i friends and foes, I count them mine, 


* 


3 bes And {corn each idol's hated ſhrine. F I IN 

_ f. rethibir chief; each pious heart 
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